《当代美国文学选读》模拟试题

I. Fill in the blanks with correct answers. (30%)

1, “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed” was a poem written by Walt Whitman in memory of __________.

2, “O Captain! My Captain!” was a poem written by ________ in memory of the American President Abraham Lincoln.

3, “A Noiseless Patient Spider” was a short poem written by __________.

4, ‘Out of the Cradle, Endlessly Rocking” is a poem written by __________.

5, In Dickinson’s poem “Because I could not stop for Death”, the image of the “School” in the third stanza stands for _____________.

6, “This is my letter to the World” is the opening line in a poem written by ______________.

7, The central character’s name in Henry James novel The Portrait of a Lady is __________.

8, “The only obligation to which in advance we may hold a novel is that it be interesting” is a famous statement made by Henry James in his long essay _____________.

9, ‘The Cop and the Anthem” is a short story written by __________.

10, Edwin Arlington Robinson was descended through his mother form new England’s first colonial poet ______________.

II. Choose the one answer that completes the following sentences correctly. (30%)

1, The short poem “The Red Wheelbarrow” was written by _________.

A, Tennessee Williams; B, William Carlos Williams; C, Wallace Stevens; D, Hilda Doolittle

2, Robert Frost once said that a poem should begin with delight and end in __________.

A, pleasure; B, ugliness; C, death; D, wisdom

3, “Two roads diverged in a yellow woods” is the first line in a poem written by Robert Frost entitled __________.

A, The Road Not Taken; B, Mending Wall; C, Two Yellow Roads; D, After Apple Picking

4, Among the following works written by T. S. Eliot, only one is not a poem. It is _____________.

A, The Waste Land; B, The Hollow Men; C, Ash Wednesday; D, Murder in the Cathedral
5, The Waste Land was dedicated to another poet who was __________.

A, Ernest Hemingway; B, Ezra Pound; C, T. S. Eliot; D, William Carlos Williams

6, The “green light” in The Great Gatsby symbolizes __________.

A, sex; B, money; C, power; D, The American dream

7, The author who claimed that only “the smiling aspects” of American life should be depicted in literary writings was ___________.

A, William Dean Howells; B, Henry James; C, Bret Harte; D, Mark Twain

8, Among the following novels, only one was written by Mark Twain. It is _____________.

A, The Rise of Silas Lapham; B, The Portrait of A Lady; C, A Modern Instance; D, The Mysterious Stranger
9, The American author who defined Realism as “nothing more and nothing less than the truthful treatment of material” is __________.

A, Mark Twain; B, F. Scott Fitzgerald; C, William Dean Howells; D, Henry James

10, Indian Summer is a novel written by the American realist _________.

A, Mark Twain; B, Henry James; C, William Dean Howells; D, Willa Cather

III.

1, Retell the story of The Grapes of Wrath in your own words. (20%)

2, Define the term “American Naturalism” briefly. (20%)

参考答案：

I. 

1, Abraham Lincoln; 2, Walt Whitman; 3, Walt Whitman; 4, Walt Whitman; 5, youth; 6, Emily Dickinson; 7, Isabel Archer; 8, The Art of Fiction; 9, O. Henry; 10, Anne Bradstreet

II.

1, B; 2, D; 3, A; 4, D; 5, B; 6, D; 7, A; 8, D; 9, C; 10, C

III.

1, 参见教材259页内容简介。

2, 1. Naturalism came from France.
2. Reasons: civil war, social upheavals, Darwinism, hypothesized that over the millennia, man had evolved from lower forms of life. Human were special, not because God had created them in His image, as the Bible taught, but because they had successfully adapted to changing environmental conditions and had passed on their survival making characteristic genetically. Men were dominated by the irresistible forces of evolution. Men were conceived as more or less complex combination of inherited attributes and habits conditioned by social and economic forces, by heredity and environment.
3. Features of naturalist writing: A. naturalist writers turned literary creation into a mechanical record of society, in a way of attempting to achieve extreme objectivity and frankness. They never made comments on the characters and their behaviors. B. The characters were often figures of low social and economic classes, with animal desire, some physically strong but weak-willed figures. There were also some healthy and lofty persons, but their ending were miserable. C. the viewpoint from which the writers understood problems was amoral, or non-moral. They stressed men had no free will, their lives were controlled by heredity and environment. D. their material was infinite.
4. American Naturalist writers: Stephen Crane, Frank Norris, Jack London, Henry Adams, Theodore Dreiser.
